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Biography 
Lok Yin TANG is currently a Master degree student in composition at The Chinese University of Hong Kong studying 
composition with Prof. Chan Wing Wah. Tang received her Bachelor of Music Degree and the Professional Diploma of Music 
at the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts studying composition with Law Wing-Fai and electronic music with Clarence 
Mak. 
Tang attended the IRCAM Summer Academy in Paris in June 2001 studying with Brian Femeyhough. She had also studied with 
Tristan Murail, Wolfgang Rihm and Toshio Hosokawa in the Darmstadt Summer Course for New Music in July 2003. In 2002 
and 2004, she was granted a Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank Corporation Scholarship to study at the Beijing Central 
Conservatory of Music and also received an award from the Lady Fung Memorial Music Fellowship to participate in the 
Composition Individual Studies program to study with George Tsontakis at the Aspen Music School in Colorado. In 2002- 2005, 
Tang's two Chinese orchestral works and two Chinese ensemble works were commissioned by Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra to 
perform in "Music for Heart Concert". In 2003 and 2004, her two orchestra works were selected to perform at the Asian Music 
Week in Japan and Israel. In October 2004, February and July 2005, the Hong Kong Composers' Guild, Windpipe Chinese 
Ensemble and Hong Kong Arts Festival commissioned and performed her three chamber works. In 2005, she was granted the 
Centre Acanthes Scholarship to participate in the Acanthes Festival and performed her piece "'Voluble Dispersion for Orchestra"" 
by Orchestre National d Lorraine in France. 
Tang's other passion lies in multi-media collaborations with choreographers, dancers, video and lighting artists. This can be 
witnessed in her recent productions 一 The Legend of Lok Sen and Little Red Tree which were both well received. The Hong Kong 
Dance Company has commissioned her to write a fiiil-length work for production Evacuation Order which had its world 
premiere in Hong Kong in August 2004. 
Abstract of portfolio of music compositions 
Submitted by TANG Lok-yin 
for the degree of Master of Music in Composition 
at The Chinese University of Hong Kong in June 2006 
This portfolio consists of six compositions written between August 2005 and June 2006. 
The Giving Tree (August 2005): 
This composition was inspired by the story of "The Giving Tree" by Shel Silverstein. The broken chord and scalic figures are the 
foundation of the whole piece. In the microscopic level, every short gesture represents a changing pattern or a scene like a rotating 




Duo (琴实曲 > (December2005): 
This piece was inspired by the poem "Song of Palace" by Gu Kuang of Tang Dynasty: 
"High above the gorgeous palace, there comes sheng music that mingles with laughters of concubines, gently carried by the breeze. The 
sky is clear, the autumn moon is bright, the water drops from the clock break the silence in the midst of night The crystal curtain is up—— 




Clarinet Duet (January 2006): 
Clarinet Duet is for clarinet and Max/Msp (live electronics). The clarinetist takes the leading role. The computer software has already 
pre-set different effects. The electronic section is to record the sound of the clarinet then to play the variations in live. It is an interaction 
between clarinet and electronic music. So the title is “ Clarinet duet" 
Clarinet Duet為單著管和電腦程式Max/Msp(現場處理的電子音樂)而作。單簧管是擔任領奏的角色。首先電腦程式巳預先設定�
好不同的效果’在演出中’再即時錄製單發管的聲響，經過作曲者即場的安排而演奏出前呼後應的真假對應，所以樂曲名為�
"Clarinet duet" » 
Playing Game (September 2005) 
This composition is a mixture of the musical sound and the rhythm of jazz and rap. These two elements will try to dominate and confront 




In this piece, the orchestra and the Pipa are in conflicting positions such as in the organization of pitches, the orchestral part is based on 
the traditional timbre while the Pipa echoes back with cluster or sound mass. On the other hand, the phrasing of Pipa is designed in 
traditional thinking and the orchestra is following the soloist to decorate. The composer tries to mingle the present with the traditional to 




Volcanidty {原•始》（May 2006): 
Volcanicity refers to the volcanic action or activity. It takes many restraints and restrictions of the lava before it comes out of a powerful 
explosioa The music takes the advantage of different instrumentation in the orchestra versus the solo part. It relies on the playing 
techniques of the soloist and its breakthrough as the principle of composition. It can be divided into the three preparations and their 
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The Giving Tree 
for soprano, tenor, violin, cello and piano 
(2005) 
Programme Note 
The Giving Tree for soprano, tenor, violin, cello and piano 
Duration: 8 mins 
The broken chord and scalic figures are the foundation of the whole piece. It is first presented by the 
piano. The strings and voices performing a different layer of fragmented materials are added on top. In 
the piano part, every gesture seems to look like repetitions. Actually in a microscopic-level, every short 
gesture represents a changing pattern or scene like a rotating kaleidoscope. It contains loose bits of 
colored materials between two flat plates and two plane mirrors so placed that the changes of position 
are reflected in an endless variety of patterns. In a macroscopic-level, this piece progresses by changing 
the textures of pattern. It is a texture with its variation. 
This composition was inspired by the story of "The Giving Tree" by Shel Silverstein. The story tells of 
the important truths about our human situation and about human giving. It might evoke appropriate 
attitudes and positive sentiments inspiring fine conduct by peer imitation. It is a moral discourse about 
giving and receiving, about loving and being loved, and about what makes for human happiness. All of 
us live and flourish only because we are the beneficiaries of unconditional and unmerited generosity, 
natural and human. 
I 
！�
THE GIVING TREE (Text by Shel Silverstein) 
Once there was a giving tree who loved a little boy. 
And everyday the boy would come to play 
Swinging from the branches, sleeping in the shade 
Laughing all the summer's hours away. 
And so they love. 
Oh, the tree was happy. 
Oh, the tree was glad. 
But soon the boy grew older and one day he came and said, 
"Can you give me some money, tree, to buy something I've found?" 
"I have no money," said the tree, "Just apples, twigs and leaves." 
"But you can take my apples, boy, and sell them in the town." 
And so he did and 
Oh, the tree was happy. 
Oh, the tree was glad. 
But soon�昭ain the boy came back and he said to the tree, 
"I'm now a man and I must have a house that's all my home." 
"I can't give you a house" he said, "The forest is my house." 
"But you may cut my branches off and build yourself a home" 
And so he did. 
Oh, the tree was happy. 
Oh, the tree was glad. 
And time went by and the boy came back with sadness in his eyes. 
"My life has turned so cold," he says, "and I need sunny days." 
"I've nothing but my trunk," he says, "But you can cut it down 
And build yourself a boat and sail away." 
And so he did and 
Oh, the tree was happy. 
Oh, the tree was glad. 
And after years the boy came back, both of them were old. 
"I really cannot help you if you ask for another gift." 
"I'm nothing but an old stump now. Fm sorry but I've nothing more to give" 
. - "I do not need very much now, just a quiet place to rest," 
The boy, he whispered, with a weaiy smile. 
"Weir, said the tree, "An old stump is still good for that." 
"Come, boy", he said, "Sit down, sit down and rest a while." 
And so he did and 
Oh, the tree was happy. Oh, the tree was glad. 
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for 2 harmonicas 
(2006) 
Programme Note 
Duo for 2 hammonicas 




This compositional was inspired by the poem "Song of Palace" by Gu Kuang of Tang Dynasty: 
"High above the gorgeous palace, there comes sheng music that mingles with laughters of concubines, 
gently carried by the breeze. 
The sky is clear, the autumn moon is bright，the water drops from the clock break the silence in the 
midst of night. 
The crystal curtain is up the Milky Way appears closer than ever." 
(Translated by Carmen Koon) 
Two composition concepts are used here. The first one is the “sheng ensemble playing technique 
“representing the dialogue between sheng chords. The other is "hocket", the rhythmic linear 
technique using the alternation of notes or chords, originally used in medieval French motets but now 
commonly used in contemporary music. 
The piece has four sections without breaks, following the format of “起承轉合” of Chinese music, 
which could be translated as "initiation", "development", "transformation", and "unification". The first 
section starts softly as if coming from afar. The two harmonicas, free reed instruments similar to the 
sheng, play chords (some constructed by thirds or fourths a semi-tone apart) in a contrapuntal dialogue. 
A rhythmic sense with tension is built up till the second section, which is marked by alternating 
ritardando and accelerando. These two sections can be viewed as a preparation for the remaining two 
sections, which capture the serenity of the poem. 
Moving into the third section, the chords in contrapuntal dialogue evolve into a melodic line in hocket 
style. A tranquil and somewhat mystical mood is created, adding space for the sound and highlighting 
. . the individuality of the two performers. In the last section, the alternation transforms into tutti in high 
register, utilizing the sonority to depict the "crystal curtain and the Milky Way". However, the 
unification is apparent only, and the two harmonicas play with subtle dissonance till the end. 
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For Bb Clarinet and Live Electronics 
(2006) 
Program Note 
Clarinet Duet for Bb Clarinet and Live Electronics 
Duration: 7 mins 
Clarinet Duet is for clarinet and Max/Msp (live electronics). The clarinetist takes the leading role. The 
computer software has already pre-set different effects. The electronic section is to record the sound of 
the clarinet then to play the variations in live. It is an interaction between clarinet and electronic music. 
So the title is “ Clarinet duet" 
Clarinet duet 
For Max/ Msp (live electronic part): For Players: 
1. Record the sound then with loop and delay patch 1. Each fragment is play once. 
2. non- stop between every fragment 
3. every fragment in 12-20 seconds. 
4. between pp~f 
5. M_=multiphonic sound 
Adagio 
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T 
§ ^ — ’ 8 
£ t £ t� ？ § i ; | r > —— 
— -� .二 r� —� — — = — —� ： _ ： - _ _ ~ F� 三 h 
y acceL H U ralL B B B "I I 
• f — — I 
This is the last fragment when the player has Q It^厂= : - ^�一 f" — tti* 、 
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•� 「 「 厂 三 變 三 三� 三 云 产 ^ ^ ^ 
~ I ~ L o — l I I 1 1 H i 
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• 厂 M— — — 
g ralL ^ acceL ~ rail 
81 
For Max / Msp: For Players: 
1. Give record the sound with loop 1. Play every fragment once randomly 
and delay then go to (ii) 
2. after the fragment (ii) then 2.repeat the whole section 2 times 
with the comb filter and amplitude 
modulation 
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1. Give record the sound with loop and delay until end 
poco a poco ralL ( J�二 60 ) 
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For Max/Msp: 
1. with the comb filter and amplitude modulation after the first multiphonic sound 
(J = 48 ) expressive 
h J " J J' J " J J J J J J — J — P ^ 
” 讲 /� >�
'^L ^ n l i I I ‘ J L u J I',I 
1 " - 一“―~- - -q* * f-
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2 Clarinets in Bb 
1 Bass Clarinet 
1 Counterbassoon 
2 Horns in F 
1 Trumpet 
1 Trombone 
4 Percussionists :Suspended Cymbal, Temple block，Hi-Hat Cymbal 
Marimba 
Vibraphone 
Snare Drum, Small Bass Drum 
Piano 
8 Violins I 
8 Violins II 
8 Violins III 
6 Violas 
4 Cellos 
4 Double Basses 
Duration approx.: 4 minutes 
This score is written as sounding except double bass, 
bass clarinet (Major 9th higher) and contrabassoon (one octave lower). 
Programme Note 
Playing Game for orchestra 
Duration: 4 mins 
The piece is a mixture of the musical sound and the rhythm of jazz and rap. These two elements will try 
to dominate and confront each other. They are acting and reacting like in a competitive game thus is 
called Playing Game. 
A short and scalic melodic line recurs throughout the piece. The first figure spins downward with 
canonic imitation in triplet. It is first presented by the string and brass sections. The second figure is 
based on the repeated semiquaver notes and the dotted rhythmic pattern. Both short scalic figures are 
the foundation of the whole piece. The layers of different fragmented materials are added on top. 
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Lok-yin Tang�部樂妍�
Sculpture II浮塑（二） 
for Pipa and Orchestra�琵琶與樂隊�
(2005) 
Programme Note 
Sculpture II ioY Pipa and Chinese Orchestra 
Duration: 10 mins 
Sculpture II is a continuation of Sculpture I. 
Sculpture I was written for Chinese orchestra. It has 3 movements describing three sculptures from 3 
different dynasties of ancient China. The first movement describes a comical sculpture from Han dynasty. 
The second one illustrates the delicate facial gesture of the holy and solemn Buddhist statue from Tang 
dynasty. The third one is about the Terracotta Armies from Qin dynasty emphasizing the scenes in the war 
fields. The sprits of these 3 different sculptures were captured in Sculpture I. 
In Sculpture II’ pipa takes the role of an archaeologist. The composer shuttled the pipa soloist back to the 
ancient time to experience the daily living of the past. In the process of investigation and excavation, the 
great ancient Chinese culture is displayed. 
In this piece, the orchestra and the pipa are in conflicting position such as the organizing of pitches. Here 
the orchestral part is based on the traditional timbre while the pipa echoes back with cluster and sound mass 
On the other hand, the phrasing of the pipa is designed in traditional thinking and the orchestra is following 
the soloist to decorate. The composer tries to mingle the present with the traditional to bring out a piece of 
new music that surpasses time. 
Instrument: 
Short Di 梆笛(2) 
Long Di 曲笛⑵ 
Soprano Sheng 高音望⑴ 
Alto Sheng 士 音 II ⑴ 
Soprano Suona 高音,吶⑴ 
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Volcanicity for Sheng and Chinese Orchestra 
Duration: 9 mins 
Volcanicity refers to the volcanic action or activity. I imagine that it takes three times of restraints and 
restrictions before the lava becomes a powerful explosion. 
A common gesture in this piece is the gradual building up like a crest. Often the music seems to be 
reaching a high point but is quickly pulled back. The desire to burst out is deliberately restrained. 
The first part is the building up motion featuring the solo sheng and percussions. The sheng solo is 
mixing with the sound of the percussions whose vibration surrounds the sheng. It creates a massive 
tension which is like the fermentation of lava under the volcano symbolizing anger before the 
explosion. 
In the second restraint before the explosion, the volcano is led by the solo sheng igniting the fuse 
representing by the orchestra thus waiting for the explosion. The design of this second restrain is 
opposite to the first. The orchestra is irregular and fragmentized acting like the ornaments to decorate 
the sheng melody. The tension is built up with the gradually faster tempo and then linked directly to the 
final restraint. 
The last restraint is the focal point of the piece. It is the cadenza for sheng. This is the technical 
explosion of the soloist I combine the several gestures from the beginning and base on the 
compressing tempo and gesture to create the explosion. 
Instrument: 
Long Di 曲笛(1) 
Dadi 大笛(1) 
Yangqin 揚琴⑴ 
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